
Hello everyone!  As you read this newsletter, you will notice a 
heavy emphasis in the articles on testing and student achieve-
ment.  Your student’s attendance at school is such a key compo-
nent in his or her success as they prepare for the California High 
School Exit Exam in March, and then the STAR Tests in the 
middle of April.  All schools in California are assigned a growth 
target in the form of an API number.  Chaffey High School is 
expected to grow a minimum of 14 points this year, from 523 to 
537.  If you have questions on how to support your student in 

learning the academic skills they need to be successful, please call the school and ask for one 
of the administrators.  We are listed on the back of this newsletter.   
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Congratulations Students! 

Principal Dennis O’Connell 

Chaffey’s Academic Decathlon “Black” team placed 4th and the “Orange” 
team placed 8th out of 43 San Bernardino County teams in their recent 
competition.  We are so proud of all that you accomplished!  The Black 
team members are:  Amanda Grinstead; Edwin Ramos; Ricky Miramon-
tes; Andrew Brake; Vinnie Aven; Andi Gomez; Roberto Leon; Ian 

Rivera; and Xavier Torres.  Orange team members are:  Marcela Rodri-
guez; Dani Cruz; Franklin Ramos; Jyes Querubin; Chrystopher Popkoff; Am-

ber Asebedo; Sofia Khan; Rhyannon Rodriguez; and Anthony Trujillo.  Mr. Mercado, you 
have a special place in our hearts for all the time and energy that you dedicate to the students 
and the success of the program and for the leadership that you provide! 

C H A F F E Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  
1245 N. Euclid Avenue 
Ontario, CA 91762 
(909) 988-5560 

Mark Thursday, April 18 on your calendar.  
Plan on coming to school to talk to your stu-
dent’s teachers and pick up his/her report 
card for the end of the 3rd quarter.  The hours 
will be from 3:00 – 5:00 in the afternoon and 
6:00 – 8:00 in the evening.  
Friday, April 19 will be a 
minimum day with dis-
missal at 12:00 noon. 

Chaffey Activities  
We are now a few 

weeks into the second se-
mester and the class of 
2002 has begun to gear up 
for our end of the year ac-
tivities!  Most of our sen-
iors recently took advan-
tage of the opportunity to 
order their graduation 
caps and gowns, but if you 
did not take care of this 
yet, you will have the 
chance to do so next month 
through the mail with Jos-
tens’ late order program.  
Seniors wishing to speak or 
perform at this year’s bac-
calaureate service (to be 
held in historic Gardiner 
W. Spring Auditorium at 
2:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 
9th) need to complete and 
return an application by 
March 11th.  Our com-
mencement ceremony will 
take place at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 13th on our 

(Continued On Page 3) 

Report Card Night 
 

Dress Code Update 
According to SB310, students are 
now allowed to wear sun protective 
clothing outdoors. The School Board 
approved a policy at the February 14 
meeting allowing school-approved, 
unaltered, baseball-style hats and vi-
sors with school colors and logo. 
Hats and visors must be worn out-
doors only, with the bill facing for-
ward to provide facial protection. 
Other head coverings are not al-
lowed. (These hats are available in 

(Continued On Page 2) 



The California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) was ad-
ministered recently at Chaffey High. The test is a legislative 
requirement for all public school students in California to 
pass in order to receive a high school diploma beginning with t h e 
class of 2004.  The test will be given to all tenth grade students except those who 
took the exam in spring, 2001 and passed both parts.  The purpose of the CAHSEE is 
to improve student achievement in high school.  It also is to help ensure that students who graduate 
from high school can demonstrate competency in state content standards for reading, writing, and 
mathematics.  Students will have multiple opportunities to meet the CAHSEE requirement for 
graduation.  Requiring the exam to be taken for the first time in grade ten provides the opportunity 
for students who are unsuccessful to receive additional instruction and to retake the exam. 
   The test dates which are mandated by the state were Tuesday, March 5th through Thursday 
March 7th.  The tests began at 7:30 am; students were directed to one of five locations here on 
campus to take the test.  The English-language arts section of the CAHSEE was given in two parts 
on March 5th and 6th.  The exam consisted of multiple-choice questions and two written essays.  The 
reading section covered vocabulary, informational reading, and literary reading.  The texts were 
grade appropriate and accessible to students in grade ten who perform at a basic level. 
   The mathematics part of the CAHSEE was given on March 7th.  The exam included statistics, data 
analysis and probability, number sense, measurement and geometry, mathematical reasoning, and 
algebra.  Students also were asked to demonstrate a strong foundation in arithmetic, including 
working with decimals, fractions, and percents.  The mathematics exam consisted of multiple-
choice items. 
   Students will be able to retake the examination until the English-language arts and mathematics 
section are passed, and they will retake only that part not passed.  CAHSEE make-up exams will 
be given May 7th through the 9th of this year. We have been working with our staff and the dis-
trict to implement intervention programs to assist those students who have not yet passed the exam. 
It is our plan to also offer a summer school course to help students pass the Mathematics portion of 
the exam. Those students enrolled in the class will be given the opportunity to take the test near the 
end of July. Parents/Guardians should: 

   •         make sure class assignments and homework are completed throughout the year. 
•      review what students are doing in school. 
•      actively participate in IEP/504 meetings (for parents of students with disabilities). 
•      make sure that students are in school every day unless they are ill. 
•      review sample test materials found on the website at  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/hsee/hsee.html 
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the Student Store.) 
As a reminder, stu-
dents are not al-
lowed to bring elec-
tronic devices such 
as CD players, cell 
phones, and pagers, 
on campus.  These 
items will be confis-
cated by security 
and held until the 
end of the semester.  
Please do not allow 
your student to leave 
for school with these 
devices! 
 

Dress Code 
(Continued From Page 1) 

Comité On-Site Review 
              On Tuesday February 5, Chaffey High School was visited by Elena Fajardo and Jesus 
Contreras from the California State Department of Education. The purpose of their visit, known as a 
Comité On-site Review, was to verify that the district is providing programs for English learners (also 
known as Limited English Proficient or LEP students) and that our programs are compliant with state 
and federal laws. 
              As part of the review process the Comité interviewed our administrative staff, our ELL Liai-
son, our Title I/LEP Liaison, our district Title I/LEP director and approximately 20 teachers. They also 
looked closely at our programs for English Learners, our LEP budget and the EL credentialing and 
training our staff has received. The Comité used the standard of the Coordinated Compliance Review 
(CCR) in judging our programs and they emphasized a “systems” approach in which the district sets 
policies and procedures and has systems in place to monitor that these programs are carried out at the 
site level. 
              The Comité visited four high schools in our district: Chaffey High School, Ontario High 
School, Montclair High School and Valley View High School. The Comité review team has 45 days to 
submit a formal report; however, our site debriefing, as well as the process of gathering information 
for the review team, proved to be informative and enlightening. The Comité will be visiting our 
schools again next year to monitor our progress in implementing their suggestions. 

CAHSEE Is Here! 



Chaffey Activities  
( C o n t i n u e d  F r o m  P a g e  1 )  
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very own Graber Field.  Grad Night at Disneyland will be held following the 
commencement ceremony.  Grad Night tickets will be on sale in the student 
store in March for approximately $55; transportation on district buses is in-
cluded in the ticket price.  A complete list of all of the senior end of the year 
activities will be sent home in April. 

It’s hard to believe that two athletic seasons have come and 
gone, but we are now only a short time away from our Win-
ter Sports’ Banquet that will be held on Monday, March 18.  
Athletes and their families are invited to join us in the cafete-
ria at 6:30 p.m.  All teams will meet for a short welcome by 
our principal, Mr. Dennis O’Connell, and our dedicated ath-

letic/activity director, Mr. Bart Goldstein.  A representative from Senator 
Brulte’s office will be on hand to present the prestigious Brulte Awards before 
each team convenes separately to award their individual athletes.  Special con-
gratulations to our wrestlers and the varsity girls’ basketball team who quali-
fied for the CIF playoffs! Spring sports are beginning now and it is not too late 
to get involved. 
              Students have had a while to get to know their second semester teach-
ers, and we would like to extend an invitation to you to do the same.  Please 
plan on spending the evening with us on Thursday, April 18 for Report Card 
Night to pick up your student’s report card and meet with our teachers.  Report 
cards and teachers will be available from 3:00-5:00 and after a short dinner 
break from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  The following day, April 19, is a minimum day for 
students. 
              Please feel welcome to attend any of our activities; I look forward to 
meeting you!  You may also call me in the Activities Office at 988-5560 exten-
sion 2026 with any questions or comments regarding any CHS activity.  Go 
Tigers!   

Chris Hollister  
Assistant Principal 

Graduation Excursions 
              Graduation 2002 is still months away, but many people have inquired regarding the plan-
ning of grad night and the senior trip.  To clarify, grad night at Disneyland is a school-sponsored 
activity but the senior trip is not.   
              I coordinate the arrangements for Grad Night at Disneyland.  This year, Chaffey students 
can attend on Thursday, June 13th, the same night as graduation.  The purpose of this is to ensure 
that our graduates have a fun and safe place to celebrate graduation.  Seniors will be able to pur-

chase admission tickets at the student store for approximately $55.  This includes the cost for the school buses that will 
transport students to and from Disneyland.  Buses will leave CHS at approximately 9:30 p.m. on June 13th and return 
around 7:00 a.m. on June 14th.  The trip will be chaperoned by Chaffey High School staff and volunteers.  
              The senior trip is an event that is organized by outside travel agencies who generally enlist the help of students to 
publicize their business in return for discounted or complimentary tickets.  Students who pay to go on these trips usually 
travel to Mexico, largely due to the fact that the legal age to buy alcohol there is only eighteen.  The promotion of alcohol 
is one of the key selling points for the agents who profit greatly from the sale of these trips.  Because the safety of our 
graduates is our primary concern, Chaffey High School in no way supports or encourages the participation in any senior 
trip. 

Chris Hollister  
Assistant Principal 

              Eighth grade parent night is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 26th, at 
6:00 p.m. in Gardner Spring Auditorium 
on the Chaffey campus.  Between 6:00 
and 6:30, parents will have the opportu-
nity to view departmental exhibits and 
speak with representatives from the core 
and elective departments.  The program 
at 6:30 will include a slide show and in-
formation on support programs and ac-
tivities at Chaffey High School.  Parents 
will then have the opportunity to meet 
with their student’s counselor in a small 
group setting and ask any questions they 
may have.  All parents of incoming ninth 
graders will be sent an invitation to this 
important event.  We hope that all will 
attend!  

Eighth Grade Parent Night 

 



PARENT FORUM 
7:00 p.m. North Hall 

Please Attend 
 
 

3/12/02 
 

4/9/02 
 

5/14/02 
 

6/11/02 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 
3/22                     Class Competition Rally 
 
3/26                     8th Grade Parent Night 
 
3/30                     GATE Testing 
 
4/1-5                    Spring Recess 
 
4/18                     Report Card Night 
 
4/19                     Minimum day 
 
4/22                     STAR testing begins 
 
6/3                       Senior Awards Night 
 
6/13                     Graduation 
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Chaffey High School 
1245 N. Euclid Avenue 
Ontario, CA 91762 

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL 
3:00 p.m. North Hall 

Please Attend 
 
 

3/28/02 
 

4/25/02 
 

5/30/02 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
• Dennis O’Connell, Principal 
• Larry Larson, Asst. Principal /Instruction 
• Dana Galloway, Asst. Principal /Guidance 
• Chris Hollister, Asst. Principal /Ed Services 
• Tim Ward, Asst. Principal /Academic Improvement 

How to contact us: 
 
Chaffey High School 
1245 N. Euclid Avenue 
Ontario, CA 91762 
Call at (909) 988-5560 

A special thank you goes to Jason Goodman and Phi Hoang, students in Mrs. Alikhani’s Computer Applications II 
class, for their expertise in formatting this newsletter. 


